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January 8, 2014 


TO: All Commanding Officers 

FROM: Chief of Detectives 

SUBJECT : COMPLIANCE WITH SENATE BILL 458 AND 186.34 OF THE PENAL CODE 


Effective January 1, 2014, 186.34 of the Penal Code (PC) will require local law enforcement 
agencies to provide written notification to any juvenile (17 years of age and under) being added to 
the Cal Gang database (shared gang database) and his or her parent or guardian. 

Prior to Los Angeles Police Department (Department) personnel designating a juvenile as a 
suspected gang member, associate, or affiliate in a shared gang intelligence database, Department 
personnel must provide separate written notification to the juvenile and his or her parent or 
guardian. The written notification must include the reason for the juvenile’s designation into the 
shared gang database and the basis for the designation. The Department’s initial written 
notification must advise the juvenile and his or her parent or guardian of their right to contest the 
entry into the shared gang database. Upon receipt of the written contestation, the Department 
shall provide a separate written response to the juvenile and his or her parent or guardian of the 
Department’s decision within 60 calendar days. 

When parental/guardian notification may compromise an active criminal investigation or 
compromise the health or safety of the juvenile, such notification may be delayed. However, 
once the investigation is no longer jeopardized, the Gang Impact Team Officer-In-Charge must 
provide separate written notification to the juvenile and his or her parent or guardian. The reason 
for delay must be documented on an Employees Report (Form 15.07.00) and a copy kept on file 
along with any written correspondence from the juvenile and his or her parent or guardian in the 
gang office, separate from other gang files. 

If a juvenile or parent or guardian requests to know if the juvenile has been designated as a gang 
member, associate, or affiliate, the Department must provide that information, unless doing so 
would compromise an active criminal investigation or compromise the health or safety of the 
juvenile. 

The Department shall not disclose the location of the person to be designated as a suspected gang 
member, associate, or affiliate to his or her parent or guardian if the agency determines there is 
credible evidence that the information would endanger the health or safety of the juvenile. 
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Note: The Cal-Gang database must not be used to query whether or not a juvenile is 

designated as a gang member, as this would violate Part 23 of Title 28 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations. Officers should use source documents (e.g. Field 
Interview Cards and arrest reports), which should be kept with all written 
correspondence from and to the juvenile and his or her parent or guardian. Copies 
of all letters to juveniles and the parents/guardians must be kept on file in the gang 
office separate from other gang files. It will be the Gang Impact Team’s 
responsibility to track all correspondence to and from the juvenile and his or her 
parent or guardian. 

In the coming months a Special Order will be published to amend the appropriate Department 
manual sections. In addition, the required forms will be created and available under LAPD 
e-forms on the Department s Local Area Network (LAN). In the meantime, these forms can be 
accessed on the homepage of the Department LAN under “Latest Postings.” 


APPROVED: 




STEPHEN R. JACOBS, Deputy Chief 
Chief of Staff 
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